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A meeting of the Women’s Sailing Committee of the International Sailing 
Federation was held from 1000 – 1800 hours on Tuesday 9 November at the 
Marriott Hotel, Copenhagen, Denmark  
 
Please refer to the ISAF Council minutes of 12-13 November 2004 for the final Council 
decision on all recommendations and opinions contained within these minutes. 

MINUTES 

Present:  
Teresa Whelan – Chairman  
Anna Andreadis – Vice Chairman  
Cathy Foster  
Fiona Kidd  
Jane Moon  
Ninfa Provenza Calderella  
Cory Sertl  
Sacha Simmons  
Dorith Stierler  
Chako Tobari  
Nucci Novi Ceppellini – (Vice-President)  

Apologies:     
Asa Llinares Norlin Not present: 
Meng Shuxia Rea Madella 
 

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

(a) Minutes 
The minutes of the Women’s Sailing Committee meeting of 9 November 2003 
were noted, and there were no matters arising not otherwise covered on the 
agenda. 

2. WOMEN’S FORUM 
Input was received from the Women’s Forum on the following issues on the Women’s 
Sailing Committee Agenda: 
 

• Women’s Representation on Council  
• Equipment for the women’s events at the 2008 Olympic Sailing Competition 
• Women’s Strategy Paper 

 
It was noted that the incoming Women’s Forum would appoint their Committee 
Chairman who would also be the Women’s Representative on Council. The Women’s 
Forum would also appoint a representative to the ISAF Classes Committee. 
 

3. REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
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Verbal reports were received from the members around the table on sailing activity in 
their region: 
 
Anna Andreadis – highlighted that Greek sailors lit and extinguished the flame at the 
2004 Olympic Games, and Greece was represented in all eleven sailing events, 
successfully claiming a Gold and Silver medal. 
Women’s participation is increasing in offshore sailing and the number of sailing 
schools in Greece continues to develop. 
 
Cathy Foster – noted that there has been significant interest on the Olympics in 
Great Britain, as the nation achieved the greatest medal success in sailing for the 
second consecutive Olympics, and was represented in each of the 11 events. In 
respect of the new women’s  keelboat, it was noted there is quite an interest from 
future Yngling sailors, especially younger women. 
 
There has been focus on coaching for women, with a programme set up across all 
sports in Great Britain.  
 
Ninfa Provenza – reported that youth participation is increasing, especially in the 
Optimist and Aloha, with an ongoing presence in the Laser, Laser Radial, Laser 4.7, 
420 and Europe. Keelboat racing for women continues to be popular, with mixed 
crews preferred.  Women training as race officials is strongly supported by the 
Federazione Italiana de Vela. 
 
Dorith Stierler – noted that whilst 2004 been a good year for sailing, women’s results 
at the Olympics were disappointing, as it was hoped the 470 women’s team would 
gain a medal.  Israeli sailors have won a silver medal at the 470 Europeans and 
medals at the Mistral Worlds and Europeans. It was noted that Israel had won its first 
gold in any sport ever in the Olympics, in the Windsurfing Men event. At government 
level, women’s participation in sport is further encouraged with women’s participation 
encouraged and supported. 
 
Fiona Kidd – reported on the success of the Canadian “Women in Wind” programme, 
which has presented a women in sailing programme across eight provinces. It was 
noted that the 2004 Women’s Keelboat Nationals had the greatest ever number of 
entries. Training programmes for youth sailors remain strong across Canada, with 
thousands attending the CYA training programmes, of which 50% are girls. Canada 
had two women’s entries at the 2004 Olympic Regatta, 470 and Yngling. An 
increasing number of women are becoming Race Officials. 
 
Sacha Simmons – reported that the level of women’s participation in Bermuda 
continues to increase, supported at youth level by a strong club oriented youth 
programme in the Optimist dinghy. 28% of the participants in the youth and racing 
programme are female, increasing to 40% at an older level. The “BeWOW” 
programme – Bermuda Women on Water – was noted, which focuses on developing 
women in all aspects of the sport. Female representation is strong at MNA level, with 
33% representation. A pool of 10 female race officials are actively involved, with one 
training to become an ISAF International Judge. The Waterwise programme would be 
launched in Bermuda in 2005 within the intermediate/middle school curriculum. 
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Jane Moon – noted that the Cayman Islands was not represented at the Olympics. 
As a region entries from nations across the Caribbean and South America were low 
and mostly in the single-handed women classes. It was noted that sailing is mainly 
organized via the school curriculum which is a big positive for the sport, but as in 
many countries there are difficulties in retaining sailors during the teenage years, and 
many go off-island for secondary education. The Cayman Islands benefited from an 
Olympic Solidarity course, at which the participants qualified as Canadian Yachting 
Association Level 1 Instructors. On the race management side, most is undertaken 
by women. 
 
Chako Tobari – reported on the increasing number of women in sailing, which is 
much higher than 5 years ago. A lot of young girls sail the Optimist, but they tend to 
be attracted to other activities thereafter, and solutions need to be found to retain 
them in the sport. Japan Sailing now has a Women’s Committee, and is ahead of 
many other sports in Japan in respect of women’s representation. The Women’s 
Committee is developing a women in sailing programme, including specific sailing 
days for women, which are advertised in the national press. A highlight was attracting 
200 women for a sailing day in Tokyo in 2004. 
 
Cory Sertl – noted the strong Women’s Sailing Committee within US Sailing, which 
focuses on holding events for women, including a Keelboat National Championship. 
Women are involved in many different youth classes, with sailing encouraged at high 
school, leading to increasing participation in women’s and mixed events. The 
Olympic sailing programme is very small, which results in US sailors having to travel 
to Europe to train and campaign. Within US Sailing many active women, including an 
Athlete Council which is chaired by a woman and 5 of the members are women. The 
Chair also sits on the Executive Board of US Sailing, which is chaired by US Sailing’s 
first ever woman President. 

4. SELECTION OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE 2008 OLYMPIC REGATTA 

(a) Report 
In opening the debate on the selection of equipment for the 2008 Olympic 
Regatta, the Committee noted the report by the Joint Working Party of the 
Events and Sailing Committee regarding the relative suitability of the equipment 
options for the 2008 Olympic Regatta. 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee notes that there has been no direct 
female representation from the Women’s Sailing Committee on the 
Olympic Events and Equipment Selection Criteria working party, and 
recommends that in future such representation be included. 

(b) Second Windsurfing Trials Evaluation Event 
The Committee noted the report on the ISAF Evaluation Trials held in 
September 2004 in Great Britain, and the report from the Joint Working Party 
and their recommendation on the windsurfing equipment. The Women’s Sailing 
Committee supported the proposal of the Evaluation Panel. 
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Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee accepted (9 in favour, 1 against, 0 
abstain) the proposal of the Evaluation Panel, and the recommendation of 
the Windsurfing Committee to select the Neil Pryde RS-X as the women’s 
windsurfing equipment for the 2008 Olympic Regatta. 

(c) Submission 054-04 –Windsurfing Equipment for the 2008 Olympic Regatta 

Recommendation 
Further to their decision approving the Evaluation Panel and Windsurfing 
Committee recommendation, the Women’s Sailing Committee did not 
consider the submission. 

(d) Submission 055-04 - Windsurfing Equipment for the 2008 Olympic Regatta 

Recommendation 

Further to their decision approving the Evaluation Panel and Windsurfing 
Committee recommendation, the Women’s Sailing Committee did not 
consider the submission. 

(e) Selection of Equipment – Recommendation to Council 
The Committee noted the decision by Council in June 2004 on the eligible list of 
equipment which can be chosen for the events of the 2008 Olympic Sailing 
Regatta. 
(i) Submissions M01-04, M02-04, M03-04, M36-04, M37-04 – windsurfer 

women (mistral/mistral derivative) 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends that Council reject 
Submissions M01-04, M02-04, M03-04, M36-04, M37-04. 

 
(ii) Submission M04-04 - Windsurfer women (Hybrid) 

Recommendation 
Further to their decision approving the Evaluation Panel and 
Windsurfing Committee recommendation, the Women’s Sailing 
Committee did not consider the submission. 
 

(iii) Submission M05-04 – Windsurfer women 

Recommendation 
Further to their decision approving the Evaluation Panel and 
Windsurfing Committee recommendation, the Women’s Sailing 
Committee did not consider the submission. 
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(iv) Submission M031-04 – Keelboat women (Soling) 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee unanimously recommends that 
Council reject Submission M031-04. 
 

(v) Submission M032-04 – Keelboat women (Yngling) 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee unanimously recommends that 
Council accept Submission M032-04. 
 

(vi) Submission M034-04 – Multihull open (Hobie 16) 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends that Council reject 
Submission M034-04, noting that the International Hobie Class does 
not support the Submission. 
 

(vii) Submissions M027-04 – Double-handed dinghy open (49er) 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends that Council 
unanimously accept Submission M027-04. 
 
The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends that in the future the 
equipment selected be truly open and proven to be sailed equally by 
men and women. 
 

(viii) Submission M025-04 – Double-handed dinghy women (470) 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends that Council 
unanimously accept Submission M025-04. 
 

(ix) Submissions M006-04, M007-04, M009-04, M010-04, MO16-04, M036-04, 
M037-04, M038-04 – Single-handed Dinghy Men and Single-handed 
Dinghy Open (Finn and Laser) 

Recommendation 
That the equipment selected be truly open and proven to be sailed 
equally by men and women. 
 
The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends Council reject the 
recommendations of the Olympic Events and Equipment Working 
Party in respect of the Finn being selected as the “Single-handed 
Dinghy Open” and the Laser as the “Single-handed Dinghy Men”. 
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(x) Submissions M020-04  and M022-04 – Single-handed Dinghy Women 
(Flash and Zoom8) 
In introducing the debate on the equipment for the Single-handed Dinghy 
Women event, the Chairman reminded Committee Members that it is the 
responsibility of the Committee to consider all submissions relating to the 
equipment and liaising with the other relevant committees. It is also the 
role of the Committee to promote and develop the sport throughout the 
world and promote participation.  
 
In considering the submission and making a decision, committee members 
were reminded to put the sport first, and not any national voice.  
 
As a first step in the debate it was agreed to determine whether the Flash 
and Zoom 8 should be considered at this stage.  
Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends that Council 
unanimously reject Submissions M020-04 and M022-04. 
 

(xi) Submission M021-04 – Single-handed Dinghy Women (Byte) 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends that Council reject 
Submission M021-04. 
 

(xii) Submissions M012-04 and M013-04 – Single-handed Dinghy Women 
(Europe) 
With the Europe and Laser Radial remaining open for selection for the 
2008 Olympic Regatta, an intense debate took place on the merits of both 
classes.  
 
Each member of the Women’s Sailing Committee was invited to express 
their opinion around the table. 
 
In conclusion whilst the Europe class has enormous technical merit and 
developments in the rig enable sailors of a lower weight to participate, its 
popularity worldwide is limited due to price constraints and availability. 
 
Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee (on a vote of 2 in favour, 7 against 
and 1 abstention) recommends that Council reject Submissions 
M012-04 and MO13-04. 
 

(xiii) Submissions M011-04,M014-04, M015-04, M016-04, M017-04, M018-
04,M019-04, M035-04, M037-04 and M038-04 – Single-handed Dinghy 
Women (Laser Radial) 
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Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends (on a vote of 7 in 
favour, 0 against and 3 abstentions) that Council accept 
Submissions M011-04,M014-04, M015-04, M016-04, M017-04, M018-
04,M019-04, M035-04, M037-04 and MO38-04. 

5. SUBMISSIONS – NOVEMBER 2004 

(a) Submission 005-04 – Women’s Representation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee noted that Council had approved 20% female 
representation on the ISAF Council at the 2003 November Conference, with the 
quota across the Council groups approved at the 2004 Mid-Year Meeting. It was 
noted that at this stage, several groups had not met their quota for female 
representation, which the Executive and Constitution Committees were 
endeavouring to resolve. 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee unanimously recommends that Council 
reject Submission 005-04. 
 
The Women’s Sailing Committee unanimously recommends that the slate 
of Council Members nominated by Groups A-H be rejected due to non-
compliance with the Council decision of November 2003. 

(b) Submission 047-04 – Olympic Competition Format 
Whilst the Women’s Sailing Committee supported the intent of the submission 
to have a uniform event format, the submission as worded was not approved. 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends that Council reject 
Submission 047-04. 
 
The Women’s Sailing Committee supported the recommendation of the 
Executive Committee. 

(c) Submission 048-04 – Olympic Competition Format (Women’s Keelboat) 
In discussion, the Women’s Sailing Committee supported the intent of the 
submission but not as worded. 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends that Council reject 
submission 048-04, due to the restrictions of Regulation 16.1.1. 
 
The Women’s Sailing Committee asks that match racing be considered by 
the Events Committee for inclusion within the strategy of women’s sailing 
on the Olympic Programme beyond the 2008 Olympic Games. 
 
 



WOMEN’S SAILING COMMITTEE (CONT). 

 Page 8 of 11  

(d) Submission 049-04 - Olympic Competition Format (Match Racing) 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends that Council reject 
Submission 049-04. 

(e) Submission 050-04 – ISAF Nations Cup/Olympic Qualification 

Recommendation 
(a) The Women’s Sailing Committee unanimously recommends that 

Council reject Submission 050-04, due to the reference to Olympic 
Qualification System. However, the Women’s Sailing Committee 
supports that ISAF should now add the ISAF Nations Cup to its 
events programme and activate its decision to reinstate the ISAF 
Nations Cup. 

 
(b) The Women’s Sailing Committee unanimously recommends that 

Council support the implementation of the Nations Cup Three-Year 
Plan  

(f) Submission 051-00 – Olympic Qualification 
Whilst the Women’s Sailing Committee had sympathy with the submission, 
which aimed to use continental championships as part of the Olympic 
Qualification system, it was not felt appropriate at this time. 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends that Council reject 
Submission 051-04. 

(g) Submission 052-04 – Olympic Qualification 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee did not consider Submission 052-04. 

(h) Submission 053-04 – Olympic Qualification 
The Women’s Sailing Committee supported the submission, and emphasised 
the importance of the scheduling of World Championships which are also 
Olympic Qualification events, and that ISAF must ensure an equal opportunity 
for nations to participate and qualify for the Olympics. 

Recommendation 
The Women’s Sailing Committee unanimously recommends that Council 
accept Submission 053-04. 

(i) Submission 059-04 – ISAF Sailing World Championships 
The Women’s Sailing Committee did not support the submission, as it was felt 
that holding biennial events would limit the possibility for women’s participation, 
due to the entry limitations based on the ISAF World Sailing Rankings in place 
at the ISAF Sailing World Championships. 
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Recommendation 

The Women’s Sailing Committee unanimously recommends that Council 
reject Submission 059-04. 

(j) Submission 060-04 – ISAF World Championships and ISAF World Sailing 
Games 

Recommendation 

The Women’s Sailing Committee unanimously recommends that Council 
accept Submission 060-04, with the exception of paragraph 17.2.6 fixing 
the dates. 

(k) Submission 071-04 – ISAF World Sailing Rankings 

Recommendation 

The Women’s Sailing Committee refers Submission 071-04 to the Events 
Committee. 

(l) Submission 075-04 – ISAF Match Racing World Championship Format 
The proposal to permit a single round robin at the first stage, but prohibit a 
double round robin was supported. 

Recommendation 

The Women’s Sailing Committee unanimously recommends that Council 
accept Submission 075-04. 

(m) Submission 084-04 – Seminars for retiring Olympic sailors 

Recommendation 

The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends that Council accept 
Submission 084-04. 

6. DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
The Committee received a verbal update from Cathy Foster on the progress of the 
Women’s Development Programme – Women’s Seminar. It was noted that this 
project would be handed over to the incoming Women’s Sailing Committee for further 
development. 

7. ISAF WOMEN’S MATCH RACING CHAMPIONSHIP 
The Committee noted a verbal report on the 2004 ISAF Women’s Match Racing 
World Championships and plans for future events. 
 
It was noted that there is significant interest in hosting both the Open and Women’s 
Match Racing Worlds. 
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8. WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL MATCH RACING ASSOCATION (WIMRA) 
The Committee received a verbal update from Barbara Farquhar on the activities of 
WIMRA. 
 
In open discussion around the table, the Committee discussed the re-introduction of 
match racing into the Olympics for the women’s keelboat event, and Barbara 
Farquhar reported her calculation that two-thirds of the women’s teams at the 2004 
Olympic Regatta were also ranked on the ISAF World Match Race Rankings. 
 
In discussing this item, it was noted that whilst ISAF had approved the re-introduction 
of the Nations Cup, the organization of the event had not progressed. Barbara 
Farquhar presented the Nations Cup 3-year plan and there was strong support for 
the ongoing development of women’s match racing and the re-introduction of the 
Nations Cup. 

9. WOMEN’S WEBSITE FORUM 
The activities of the Women’s Website Forum were noted, particularly the discussion 
thread on Olympic Equipment for 2008. The Women’s Sailing Committee was 
encouraged to offer their continued input in 2004, both as moderators and in 
supporting threads of discussion. It was noted that there had been considerable 
threads posted and page views of the topics of discussion over the preceding 12 
months, totalling 100 messages posted and 1924 view. 
 
It was noted that a simple instruction paper should be compiled detailing how to 
register to ISAF Sailor, which members of the Women’s Sailing Committee could 
distribute to their contacts and which would be available on the ISAF website. 

10. COMMITTEE WORKING PARTIES 
The Strategy Working Party report was noted and recommended for ongoing 
development by the incoming Women’s Sailing Committee. Cory Sertl and Cathy 
Foster reported that they would put together a buddy system for the new Women’s 
Sailing Committee, to enable Committee Members to be informed as quickly as 
possible on the role of the Committee and methods of working. 

11. INTERNATIONAL WORKING GROUP (IWG) 
The Chairman gave a brief update on the activities of IWG, and all members were 
encouraged to review the IWG website and keep abreast of developments: 
Website: www.iwg-gti.org 
 
It was noted that an IWG seminar would be held in May 2006 in Japan, at which ISAF 
would be represented. 

12. NEW WOMEN’S SAILING COMMITTEE 
It was agreed that the priority for the incoming Women’s Sailing Committeee was to 
develop the Women’s Development Strategy. 

13. RECOMMENDATIONS 
The recommendations of the Women’s Sailing Committee are as detailed in the 
minutes. 



WOMEN’S SAILING COMMITTEE (CONT). 

 Page 11 of 11  

14. ANNUAL REPORT 
The Chairman confirmed that she would prepare the Women’s Sailing Committee 
Report for inclusion in the Annual Report. 

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

(a) Yngling Weight Limit Measurement Procedures 

Recommendation 

The Women’s Sailing Committee recommends that the Executive 
Committee urgently address the following matters affecting the Yngling 
Weight Limit Measurement Procedures: 

(a) That the Olympic Classes Contract between ISAF and the Yngling 
Class required event organizers to implement the Yngling Weight 
Limit Measurement Procedures. 

(b) That a working party be appointed, including representatives of the 
Women’s Sailing Committee, to review the Yngling Weight Limit 
Measurement Procedures, including the following matters: 

(i) That female officials be present when weight measurement is 
taking place; 

(ii) That the publishing of an athlete’s individual weight is 
inappropriate. 

(b) Dorte Jensen 
The Committee welcomed the 2004 Olympic Bronze Medallist Dorte Jensen 
(DEN) to the meeting as an observer and congratulated her on her medal. 

(c) Paul Henderson 
ISAF President Paul Henderson joined the meeting, and addressed a number of 
issues effecting the sport. The Women’s Sailing Committee warmly thanked 
Paul for all he has achieved for the sport during his term, and specifically 
women in sailing. The Women’s Sailing Committee stood in tribute to Paul. 

(d) Teresa Whelan 
Thanks were expressed to the retiring Chairman, Teresa Whelan, for her 
leadership during her term. 
 
Teresa Whelan thanked all the Committee for their hard work and support over 
the years which has enabled the Committee to do so much for women in sailing. 
 

There being no further business the meeting was closed. 
 

______________________ 


